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BEGINNING / ORGANIZATION 
 

 Corinth Baptist Church was organized on Sunday, January 18, 1953, but its history really dates back to 

1928. Prior to 1928, the Baptists in our area worshiped at Treadway Baptist Church, which was located on 

Treadway Creek (now known as Three Runs Creek) and a mile into what is now the Savannah River Site. When 

Treadway Baptist Church was destroyed by fire, the members began conducting worship services in the Talatha 

Hawthorne School, located where New Ellenton Middle School is today. After several months, the congregation 

voted to purchase the adjacent property and established Corinth Baptist Church. The property was purchased on 

Friday, May 11, 1928. In the early 1950s, Corinth Baptist Church became a member of the Southern Baptist 

Convention. 

 

 
 

On November 28, 1950, President Truman announced the plan to build the Savannah River Plant, now 

known as the Savannah River Site. It was built on land in the Aiken, Barnwell, and Allendale Counties. Parts of 

that area included the town of Ellenton, South Carolina. The members of Ellenton Baptist Church were 

compelled to sell their church property and move to other areas for livelihood and worship. Many migrated to 

Barnwell, Jackson, and our area, which was later named New Ellenton. Part of the proceeds from the sale of the 

Ellenton Baptist Church property was entrusted into the hands of A. A. Foreman, Sr. and F. L. Eaves, Sr. to act 

as trustees in the right investment of the money in a church in the New Ellenton community. These two men, 

along with other members from Ellenton Baptist Church, joined Corinth Baptist Church, a church just outside 

the government area in Aiken County. 

 

 With the construction of the Savannah River Site, there was a large influx of people in the New Ellenton 

area. As Corinth Baptist Church’s membership grew, the church (which now included the former members of 

Ellenton Baptist Church), saw the need to construct a bigger church. Plans were made to construct a new church 

that would be adequate to meet the present and future needs of the church. By unanimous vote, the members 
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decided to relocate and rebuild. The land was purchased and given to the church on Thursday, March 20, 1952. 

On Sunday, November 16, 1952, the members of Corinth Baptist Church met in conference for the purpose of 

naming the new church. At this church conference, the church members voted to name the new church, 

“Foreman Memorial Baptist Church”. The new church was named in memory of the late Rev. Barney M. 

Foreman, and his wife, the late Belle M. Foreman. Rev. Barney M. Foreman was the first pastor of the old 

Corinth Baptist Church. The auditorium and educational building for Foreman Memorial Baptist Church were 

completed and entered on Sunday, November 23, 1952. It was dedicated the following Sunday, November 30, 

1952. 

 

 Although the Foreman Memorial Baptist Church was opened and the doors of the old Corinth Baptist 

Church building were closed, there were a number of the original Corinth Baptist Church members who desired 

to maintain the old Corinth Baptist Church as a place of worship. On Sunday, January 11, 1953, the members of 

Foreman Memorial Baptist Church met in a regular church conference to discuss the old Corinth Baptist Church 

building. The members of Foreman Memorial Baptist Church who desired to reorganize the old Corinth Baptist 

Church requested possession of the old Corinth Baptist Church building to conduct services. Permission was 

granted. On Sunday, January 18, 1953, those individuals who desired to reorganize the old Corinth Baptist 

Church met in the old church. Several items of business were discussed, which included: Membership with the 

Aiken Baptist Association, electing trustees, and naming a pastor. Rev. Jesse W. Eubanks (pictured below) was 

asked to serve as the Supply Pastor. According to Aiken Baptist Association Annual Report for 1953, Rev. 

Jesse W. Eubanks was listed as the Pastor of Corinth Baptist Church. In several Aiken Standard and Review 

newspaper articles throughout 1953 and in early 1954, Rev. Jesse W. Eubanks was named as the Pastor of 

Corinth Baptist Church. 

 

 
Rev. Jesse W. Eubanks 

 

 On Sunday, February 15, 1953, the members of Foreman Memorial Baptist Church met in a regular 

church conference. A recommendation by the deacon board to authorize the change of the name of the church 

on the title of Corinth Baptist Church to Foreman Memorial Baptist Church was presented and approved. A 

request was then made that Foreman Memorial Baptist Church deed the old Corinth Baptist Church building 

and land back to those original Corinth Baptist Church members who wished to reorganize the old Corinth 

Baptist Church building to conduct worship services. A list of thirty-two (32) names were read who requested 

their letter so they could become members of the new Corinth Baptist Church which would meet in the old 

Corinth Baptist Church building. The trustees of Foreman Memorial Baptist Church deeded the property and 

building back to the new Corinth Baptist Church. A blanket vote was given to grant these people their letters. It 

was also decided that any original Corinth Baptist Church member who desired to be a member of the new 

Corinth Baptist Church would be granted their letter. On Monday, September 6, 1954, a letter was sent to the 

Aiken Baptist Association requesting membership, which was granted. 
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RENOVATIONS AND ADDITIONS 
 

 In 1966, the church renovated the old, white sanctuary by adding brick to the outside (as shown below) 

and constructed an additional building behind the sanctuary for Sunday School classes and social events. This 

new building would be called the “Eubanks Building”. 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 In the early 1970s, under the leadership of Pastor Rev. Dr. Charles G. Perkins, twelve (12) acres were 

purchased by the church for the future construction of a new church sanctuary and a parsonage. 
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 On Wednesday, March 20, 1974 it was announced that plans to build a parsonage had begun. 

Construction of the parsonage was completed in 1975 and was dedication on Saturday, September 13, 1975. 

Pastor Rev. Dr. John S. Wimbish and his wife were its first occupants. 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

THE CHALLENGE TO BUILD 
 

 The church had two (2) “Challenges to Build” programs for the construction of the new sanctuary and 

educational wing. The first one began on Tuesday, February 12, 1991. Larry Lynn (pictured below - left) was 

chairman of the committee. The second one began on Saturday, April 16, 1994. Charles “Chick” Key was the 

chairman of the committee. 
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 Both “Challenges to Build” programs proved to successful and ground breaking for the new sanctuary 

and educational wing was on Sunday, April 17, 1994. Construction on the sanctuary was completed in the 

summer of 1994. On Wednesday, August 10, 1994, a time capsule was sealed behind the dedication plaque on 

the front porch of the new sanctuary. The first worship service held in the new sanctuary was on Sunday, 

December 25, 1994. During that first service, an overflowing crowd observed the Lord’s Supper and shared 

testimonies. A funny thing happened, they ran out of communion cups. The Dedication Service was held on 

Sunday, January 29, 1995. The Dedication Service was opened by Pastor Brancie Stephens. He welcomed 

everyone and recognized guests. A congregational hymn was led by Mr. Richard Chambers. Mr. Paul Johns 

made a presentation of the building to the congregation. Comments and a prayer of dedication was given by 

Rev. Tommy Knotts. A solo was sung by Miss Daisy McGrew. Dr. B. Carlisle Driggers, Executive Director-

Treasurer of the South Carolina Baptist Convention, brought the message of dedication, which was followed by 

a musical concert. Finally, comments were made by Pastor Brancie Stephens. 
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 In July 1995, the church added forty (40) more parking spaces. In October 1995, the remodeling of the 

old sanctuary into a fellowship hall was completed. 

 

THE TORNADO 
 

 On Good Friday, April 10, 2009, a Tornado ripped off the front of the church’s roof. The heavy rain 

soaked the sanctuary and caused significate damage to the sanctuary and the sound room. Behind the church, 

debris littered the ball field and cemetery. Insulation from the church’s roof was plastered along the chain-link 

fences and trees several hundred yards behind the church. The members were undeterred and still held their 

Sunrise Service that Easter Sunday morning, April 12, 2009, in the church’s parking lot. A regular worship 

service was held that day in the old church sanctuary to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. 
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ADDITIONAL PROPERTY 

On Monday, November 7, 2011, the two adjacent properties located to the north of the new sanctuary, 

totally 4.6 acres, was donated to the church by Astrid A. Stuard. The properties included a four (4) bedroom, 

three (3) bathroom home as well as an office building that included twenty-one (21) offices, three (3) 

bathrooms, and a kitchen. Several ideas were generated about how this property might be used. The home was 

used as a second parsonage and the office building was used for children and youth events and activities. 

Eventually, these two pieces of property were sold on Friday, May 28, 2021.  

PASTORS 
 

 Rev. Jesse W. Eubanks served as Pastor of Corinth Baptist Church from Sunday, January 18, 1953 until 

September of 1954. In September of 1954, Rev. W. Monroe Smith was called as Pastor. He served until 

Wednesday, June 1, 1960. On Wednesday, July 13, 1960, Rev. Burl H. Ashley was called as Pastor and he began 

his service on Sunday, July 24, 1960. He served until Sunday, December 25, 1960. On Wednesday, January 18, 

1961, Rev. Peniel Collins was called as Pastor and he began his service on Monday, February 13, 1961. He 

served until Sunday, December 9, 1962. On January 20, 1963, Rev. W. M. Wallace was called as Pastor and 

served until sometime during December of 1964. On Saturday, March 13, 1965, Rev. D. Maurice Smith, Jr. was 

called as Pastor and began his service on Sunday, April 11, 1965. He served until sometime during the year of 

1967. Sometime during October of 1968, Rev. Dr. Charles G. Perkins was called as Pastor and served until 

Sunday, June 23, 1974. On Sunday, October 6, 1974, Rev. Dr. John S. Wimbish began his pastorate and served 

until Tuesday, May 31, 1977. On Sunday, September 18, 1977, Rev. William R. Yown began his pastorate and 

served until sometime in late October of 1980. On Tuesday, June 2, 1980, Rev. Mark G. Arrington began his 

pastorate and served until sometime during August of 1983. On Monday, March 12, 1984, Rev. Victor L. Cheek 

began his pastorate and served until sometime during July of 1992. On Monday, November 30, 1992, Rev. 

Brancie W. Stephens began his pastorate and served until Sunday, November 7, 2004. On Sunday, March 27, 

2005, Rev. Robbie D. Vance began his pastorate and served until Sunday, January 21, 2007. On Sunday, 

November 18, 2007, Rev. Dr. Roy L. Morgan began his pastorate and served until Sunday, September 28, 2008. 

On Sunday, May 16, 2010, Rev. Michael F. Bell began his pastorate and served until Sunday, May 21, 2017. Our 

current Pastor, Rev. Jason D. Redd, began his pastorate on Sunday, May 20, 2018. 
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Rev. Jesse W. Eubanks  Rev. David Maurice Smith, Jr.  Rev. Dr. Charles G. Perkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Dr. John S. Wimbish  Rev. William R. Yown  Rev. Mark G. Arrington 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Victor L. Cheek  Rev. Brancie W. Stephens  Rev. Robbie D. Vance 
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Rev. Dr. Roy L. Morgan  Rev. Michael F. Bell  Rev. Jason D. Redd 

 

 Through the power of the Holy Spirit and because of the leadership of our spirit-led pastors, Corinth 

Baptist Church has truly been blessed. It is the fervent prayer of this church that God will continue to bless our 

every undertaking. 
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SUMMARY OF PASTORS 
 

Rev. Jesse W. Eubanks, Pastor (1953 - 1954) 

Rev. W. Monroe Smith, Pastor (1954 - 1960) 

Rev. Burl H. Ashley, Pastor (1960) 

Rev. Peniel Collins, Pastor (1961 - 1962) 

Rev. W. M. Wallace, Pastor (1963 - 1964) 

Rev. David Maurice Smith, Jr., Pastor (1965 - 1967) 

Rev. Dr. Charles G. Perkins, Pastor (1968 - 1974) 

Rev. Dr. John S. Wimbish, Pastor (1974 - 1977) 

Rev. William R. Yown, Pastor (1977 - 1980) 

Rev. Mark G. Arrington, Pastor (1981 - 1983) 

Rev. Victor L. Check, Pastor (1984 - 1992) 

Rev. Brancie W. Stephens, Pastor (1992 - 2004) 

Rev. Robbie D. Vance, Pastor (2005 - 2007) 

Rev. Dr. Roy L. Morgan, Pastor (2007 - 2008) 

Rev. Michael F. Bell, Pastor (2010 - 2017) 

Rev. Jason D. Redd, Pastor (2018 - Present) 

 

 

 


